THE
join Thomas were concentrated in Atlanta. From
the 12th of November nothing more was heard
from Sherman till Christmas.

The depot, machine-shops and
house in Atlanta were all torn down, and fire was
set to the ruins. The shops had been used for
the manufacture of Confederate ammunition, and
all night the shells were exploding in the midst
of the ruin, while the fire spread to a block of
stores, and finally burned out the heart of the city.
With every unsound man and every useless article
General Sherman now had

locomotive-

sent to the rear,
55,329 infantrymen, 5063 cavalrymen, and 1812
artillerymen, with 65 guns. ‘There were four
teams of horses to each gun, with its caisson and
forge; 600 ambulances, each drawn by two horses;
and 23500 wagons, with six mules to each. Fvery
soldier carried 4o rounds of ammunition, while

the wagons contained an abundant additional sup-
ply and 1,200,000 rations, with oats and corn
enough to last five days. Probably a more
thoroughly appointed army never was seen, and
it is difficult to imagine one of equal numbers
more effective. Fvery man in it was a veteran,
and felt the most perfect confidence that under the
leadership of ** Uncle Billy ' it would be impos-
sible to go wrong.

On the 15th of November they sct out on the
march to the sea, nearly 300 miles distant. ‘The
infantry consisted of four corps. ‘The Fifteenth
and Seventeenth formed the right wing, com-
manded by General Howard; the Fourteenth and
Twentieth the left, commanded by General Slo-
cum. The cavalry was under the command of
General Judson Kilpatrick. The two wings
marched by parallel routes, generally a few miles
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apart, each corps having its own proportion of
the artillery and trains. General Sherman issued
minute orders as to the conduct of the march,
which were systematically carried out. Some of
the instructions were these:

“The army will forage liberally on the country during
the march. 7To this end each brigade commander will
organize a good and sufficient foraging party, who will
gather corn or forage of any kind, meat of any kind,
vegetables, corn meal, or whatever is needed by the com-
mand, aiming at all times to keep in the wagons at least
ten days’ provisions. Soldiers must not enter dwellings
or commit any trespass ; but, during a halt or camp, they
may be permitted to gather turnips, potatoes, and other
vegetables, and to drive in stock in sight of their camp.
To corps commanders alone is entrusted the power to de-
stroy mills, houses, cotton-gins, etc. Where the army is

unmolested, no destruction of such property should be
permitted ; but should guerrillas or bushwhackers molest
our march, or should the inhabitants burn bridges, ob-

struct roads, or otherwise manifest local hostility, then
army commanders should order and enforce a devastation
more or less relentless, according to the measure of such
hostility., As for horses, mules, wagons, etc., belonging
to the inhabitants, the cavalry and artillery may appro-
priate freely and without limit ; discriminating, however,
between the rich, who are usually hostile, and the poor
and industrious, usnally neutral or friendly. In all for-
aging, the parties engaged will endeavor to leave with
each family a reasonable portion for their maintenance.”

The great army moved steadily, day after day,
cutting a mighty swath, from 40 to 60 miles wide,
through the very heart of the Confederacy. The
columns passed through Rough and Ready, Jones-
boro, Covington, McDonough, Macon, Milledge-
ville, Gibson, Louisville, Millen, Springfield, and
many smaller places. The wealthier inhabitants
fled at the approach of the troops. 'The negroes
in great numbers swarmed after the army, be-
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lieving the long-promised day of jubilee had
come.

The army destroyed nearly the whole of the
Georgia Central Railroad. As they had learned
that a rail merely bent could be straightened and
used again, a special tool was invented with which
a red-hot rail could be quickly twisted like an
auger, and rendered forever useless. They also
had special appliances for tearing up the track
methodically and rapidly. As bloodhounds had
been used to track escaped prisoners, the men
killed all that they could find.

The foraging parties—or ‘‘ bummers,’’ as they
were popularly called—went out for miles on each
side, starting in advance of the organizations to
which they belonged, gathered immense quantities
of provisions, and brought them to the line of
march, where each stood guard over his pile till

his own brigade came along. The progress of the
column was not allowed to be interrupted for the
reception of the forage, everything being loaded
upon the wagons as they moved. The ‘‘flankers”’
were thrown out on either side, passing in thin
lines through the woods to prevent any surprise
by the enemy, while the mounted officers went
through the fields to give the road to the troops
and trains.

The only serious opposition came from Wheeler's
Confederate cavalry, which hung on the flanks of
the army and burned some bridges, but was well
taken care of by Kilpatrick’s, who generally de-
feated it when brought to an encounter. When
the advance guard was within a few miles of Sa-
vannah, there was some fighting with infantry,
and a pause before the defences of the city.

Fort McAllister, which stood in the way of



