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feeling than had -been experienced before since
the war began; and this feeling, as was to be ex-
pected, operated in favor of whatever opposed
the National administration. Seizing upon this
advantage, the Democratic Convention made a
very clear and bold issue with the Republican.
It was presided over by Horatio Seymour, then
Governor of New York, while Clement I,. Val-
landigham was a member of the committee on
resolutions, and is supposed to have written the
most significant of them. The platform presented
these propositions:

‘“That this Convention does explicitly declare, as the
sense of the American people, that, after four years of
failure to restore the Union by the experiment of war,
during which, under the pretence of military necessity, of
a war power higher than the Constitution, the Constitution
itself has been disregarded in every part, and public
liberty and private right alike trodden down, and the
material prosperity of the country essentially impaired—

CIVIL WAR IN THE UNITED STATES.

accompanied by the quotation from the Democratic
platform declaring the war a failure. General
Frémont withdrew from the contest in September.

The canvass was exceedingly bitter, especially
in the abuse heaped upon Mr. Lincoln. The
undignified and disgraceful epithets that were
applied to him by journals of high standing were
not such as would make any American proud of
his country.

One of the most effective arguments of the can-
vass was furnished in a condensed form by one of
Mr. Lincoln’s famous little stories, and in that
form was repeated thousands of times. Answer-
ing the address of a delegation of the Union
League, a day or two after his nomination, he
said : ‘‘ I have not permitted myself to conclude
that I am the best man in the country; but I am
reminded in this connection of the story of an old
Dutch farmer, who once remarked to a companion
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burdens and its horrors. They had seen regiment
after regiment march away to the music of drum
and fife, with a thousand men in the ranks, and
come back at the end of two years’ service with
perhaps two hundred bronzed veterans to be mus-
tered out. They had read in their newspapers,
after every great battle, the long lists of killed and
wounded, which the telegraph was quick to re-
port. Every city had its fair for the relief of the
widows and orphans, every hamlet its two or
three crippled soldiers hobbling about in their
faded blue overcoats, almost every house its in-
curable sorrow. ‘They had seen the wheel turn-
ing in the provost-marshal’s office, in places where
volunteering was not sufliciently rapid, and knew
that their own names might be the next to be
drawn for service at the front. They knew how
many graves there were at Gettysburg, how many
at Shiloh, how many at Stone River; they knew
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justice, humanity, liberty, and the public welfare demand
that immediate efforts be made for a cessation of hostili-
ties, with a view to an ultimate convention of all the States,
or other peaceable means, to the end that, at the earliest
practicable moment, peace may be restored on the basis of
the Federal Union of the States.

““That the aim and object of the Democratic party is to
preserve the Federal Union and the rights of the States
unimpaired.”

On the first ballot General George B. McClellan
was nominated for President. George H. Pendle-
ton, of Ohio, an ultra peace man, was nominated
for Vice-President.

The declaration that the war had been a failure
received a crushing comment the day after the
Convention adjourned; for on that day Sherman’s
army marched into Atlanta. And this success
was followed by others,—notably Sheridan’s
brilliant movements in the valley—all of which,
when heralded in the Republican journals, were

that ‘it was not best to swap horses when crossing
streams.’ "’

The Confederates were now looking eagerly for
the result of the Presidential election as a possible
solution of the great question in their favor,

Before the canvass was over the land had settled
down to the belief that the only way to secure the
continuance of the war to a successful termination
was to re-elect Mr. Lincoln, while a vote for Gen-
eral McClellan meant something else—nobody
knew exactly what. The solemnity of the occa-
sion appeared to be universally appreciated, and
though a heavy vote was polled the election was
the quietest that had ever been held. The citi-
zens were dealing with a question that, in most of
its aspects at least, they by this time thoroughly
understood. When they sprang to arms in 1861,
they did not know what war was; but now they
had had three years of consfant schooling to its

what was to be seen in the hospitals of every
Northern city, and something of the unspeakable
horrors of captivity. They saw the price of gold
go beyond two hundred, while the Government
was spending between two and three millions of
dollars a day, piling up a national debt in un-
dreamed-of proportions, for which they were
already heavily taxed, and which must some day
be paid in solid coin.

Seeing and understanding all this, and having
the privilege of a secret and unquestioned ballot,
they quietly walked up to the polls and voted for
a vigorous prosecution of the war, re-electing Mr.
Lincoln by a popular majority of more than 400,-
ooo, and giving him the votes of all the States
excepting Delaware, New Jersey and Kentucky
—a212 against 21.  The vote of the soldiers in the
field, so far as it &ould be counted separately (for
in some States it was sent home sealed, and



