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come up the
river as far as
Bridgeport, and
he ordered the
immediate con-
struction of a
road and bridge
to reach that
point by way of
Brown's Ferry,
which was done
within five days,
the *“‘cracker
line,”’ as the sol-
diers called it,
was opened, and
thenceforth they
had full rations
and abundance
of everything.

Bragg's army
held a most sin-_
gular position.
Its flanks were
on the northern
ends of Lookout
Mountain and
Mission Ridge, the crests of which were occupied
for some distance, and its centre stretched across
Chattanooga valley. This line was 12 miles long,
and most of it was well intrenched.

Grant ordered Sherman to join him with one
corps, and Sherman promptly obeyed, but as he
did considerable railroad repairing on the way, he
did not reach Chattanooga till the 15th of Novem-
ber. Meanwhile, Longstreet with 20,000 troops
had been sent against Burnside at Knoxville.
After Sherman’s arrival, Grant had about 80,000
men. He placed Sherman on his left, on the
north side of the T'ennessee, opposite the head of
Mission Ridge; Thomas in the centre, across Chat-
tanooga valley; and Hooker on his right around
the base of Lookout Mountain. He purposed to
have Sherman advance against Bragg's right and
capture the heights of Mission Ridge, while
Thomas and Hooker should press the centre and
left just enough to prevent any reinforcements
from being sent against Sherman. If this were
successful, Bragg's key-point being taken, his
whole army would be obliged to retreat. Sher-
man laid two bridges in the night of November
23, and next day advanced upon the enemy'’s
works; but he met with unexpected difficulties in
the nature of the ground, and was only partially
successful. Hooker moved around the base of
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Lookout Mountain, and attacked the seemingly
impregnable heights. His men climbed the steep
in the rain, clearing away abatis as they went,
disappeared in a zone of mist or cloud that hung
around the mountain, and made their way to its
very summit, where they routed the enemy, taking
many guns and prisoners. This action is famous
as Hooker's ‘‘battle above the clouds.” ‘That
night battalions were seen crossing the disk of the
rising moon.

The next day, the 25th, Hooker was to pass
down the eastern slope of Lookout Mountain,
cross Chattanooga valley, and strike the left of
Bragg's position as now held on the crest and
western slope of Mission Ridge. But the destruc-
tion of a bridge by the retreating enemy delayed
him four hours, and Grant saw that Bragg was
weakening his centre to mass troops against Sher-
man. So he ordered an advance of the centre
held by Thomas. Under the immediate leader-
ship of Generals Sheridan and Wood, Thomas’
men crossed the valley, walked right into the line
of Confederate works at the base of Mission Ridge,
followed the retreating enemy to a second line,
half-way up the slope, took this, and still keeping
at the very heels of the Confederates, who thus
shielded them f{rom the batteries at the top,
reached the summit and swept everything before
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them. Bragg's
army was com-
pletely defeated,
and its captured
guns were turned
upon it as it fled.

In these bat-
tles the National
loss was mnearly
6000 men. ‘The
Confederate loss
was about 10,-
ooo, of whom
6000 were pris-
oners, and 4z
guns. Bragg es-
tablished the re-
mainder of his
army in a forti-
fied camp at Dal-
ton, Ga., and was
soon superseded
in command by
General Joseph
E. Johnston.
Granger and
Sherman were
sent to the relief of Burnside at Knoxville, and
Longstreet withdrew to Virginia.

CHAPTER XIX.
THE OVERLAND CAMPAIGN.

T' the close of the third year of the war—
the winter of 1863-4—it was evident toall
thoughtful citizens that something was

lacking in its conduct. To those who understood
military operations on a large scale, this had been
apparent long before. It was true that there had
been great successes, as well as great failures.
Both of ILee's attempts at invasion of the North
had resulted disastrously to him—the one at the
Antietam, the other at Gettysburg; and when he
recrossed the Potomac the second time with half
of his army disabled, it was morally certain that
he would invade no more. Grant, first coming
into notice as the captor of an army in February,
1862, had captured another, more than twice as
large, in the summer of 1863, thus securing the
stronghold of Vicksburg, and enabling the Mis-
sissippi, as Lincoln expressed it, to flow unvexed
to the sea. Later in the same year he had won
a brilliant victory over Bragg at Chattanooga,
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