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who had succeeded Du Pont, bombarded Fort
Wagner. Under cover of this fire, troops were
landed, and the earthworks were quickly taken.

The day being terribly hot, the advance on Fort
Wagner was postponed till the next morning, and
then it was a failure. A week later a determined
assault was made with a force of 6000 men, the
advance being led by the first regiment of colored
troops (the s54th Massachusetts) that had been
raised under the authorization that accompanied
the Emancipation Proclamation. They marched
out under a concentrated fire from all the Confed-
erate batteries, then met sheets of musketry fire
that blazed out from Wagner, then crossed the
ditch waist-deep in water, while hand-grenades
were thrown from the parapet to explode among
them, and even climbed up to the rampart. But
here the surviving remnant met a stout resistance
and were hurled back. General Strong, Colonel
Chatfield, Colonel Putnam, and Robert G. Shaw,
the young commander of the black regiment,
were all killed, and a total loss was sustained of
1500 men, while the Confederates lost but about
100.
In burying the dead the Confederates threw the
body of Colonel Shaw into the bottom of a trench,
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narrower as Fort Wagner was approached, and
the men in the trenches were subjected to cross-
fire from a battery on James Island, as well as
from sharpshooters and from the fort itself. A
dozen breaching batteries of enormous rifled guns
were established, most of the work being done at
night, and on the 17th of August they opened
fire. ‘The shot and shell were directed mainly
against Fort Sumter, and in the course of a week
its barbette guns were dismounted, its walls were
knocked into a shapeless mass of ruins, and its
value as anything but a rude shelter for infantry
was gone, '

When the parallels had arrived so near that it
was impossible for the men to work under ordinary
circumstances, the fort was subjected to a bom-
bardment with shells fired from mortars and
dropping into it almost vertically, while the great
rifled guns were trained upon its bomb-proof at
short range, and -the iron-clad frigate ‘‘ New
Ironsides’’ came close in shore and added her
quota in the shape of 11 inch shells.
lights had been prepared, so that there was no
night there, and the bombardment went on inces-
santly. At the end of two days, three columns of
infantry were ready to storm the work, when it
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this platform. It was nearly five miles from
Charleston, but being fired at a high elevation was
able to reach the lower part of the city. 'The
soldiers named this gun the ‘‘ Swamp Angel.”
Late in August it was ready for work, and, after
giving notice for the removal of non-combatants,
General Gillmore opened fire. A few shells fell in
the streets and produced great consternation, but
at the thirty-sixth discharge the Swamp Angel
burst, and it never was replaced.

As Fort Wagner and Battery Gregg were nearer
the city by a mile than the Swamp Angel, Gill-
more repaired them, turned their guns upon
Charleston, and kept up a destructive bombard-
ment for weeks.

CHAPTER XVIII.
THE CHATTANOOGA CAMPAIGN.

HILE Grant’'s army was pounding at the
gates of Vicksburg, those of Rosecrans
and Bragg were watching each other at

Murfreesboro. General Grant and the Secretary
of War wanted Rosecrans to advance upon Bragg,
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and heaped upon it the bodies of black soldiers,
whose valor, no less than their color, had pro-
duced an uncontrollable frenzy in the Confederate
mind. When it was inquired for, under flag of
truce, word was sent back: ‘‘ We have buried him
with his niggers.” ‘Those who had thus tried to
cast contempt upon the boyish colonel were ap-
parently not aware that he was braver than any
of his foes. In advancing along that narrow strip
of land, every foot of which was swept by a deadly
fire, crossing the ditch, and mounting the parapet,
Colonel Shaw exhibited a physical courage that it
was impossible to surpass; while in organizing
and leading men of the despised race that was
now struggling toward liberty, he showed a moral
courage such as the rebels neither shared nor com-
prehended.

General Gillmore now resorted to regular ap-
proaches for the reduction of Fort Wagner, and
the work was pushed as rapidly as the nature of
the grouud would admit. As the task proceeded
the difficulty increased, for the strip of land grew

was discovered that the Confederates had aban-
doned it. Battery Gregg, was also evacuated.
The next night a few hundred sailors from the
fleet went to Fort Sumter in row-boats and at-
tempted its capture. Butthey found it exceedingly
difficult to climb up the ruined wall; mostof their
boats were knocked to pieces by the Confederate
batteries, they met an unexpected fire of musketry
and hand-grenades, and 200 of them weredisabled
or captured.

While all this work was going on, General
Gillmore thought to establish a battery near
enough to Charleston to subject the city itself to
bombardment A site was chosen on the western
side of Morris Island, and the necessary orders
were issued. But the ground was soft mud, 16
feet deep. Piles were driven, a platform was laid
upon them, and a parapet was built with bags of
sand, 15,000 being required—all of which had to
be done after dark, and occupied 14 nights.
Then, with great labor, an eight-inch rifled gun
was dragged across the swamp and mounted on

lest Bragg should reinforce Johnston. But Rose-
crans refused to move, on the ground that it was
against the principles of military science to fight
two decisive battles at once, and that the surest
method of holding back Bragg from reinforcing
Johnston was by constantly standing ready to
attack him, but not attacking. As it happened
that Bragg was very much like Rosecrans, and
was afraid to stir lest Rosecrans should go to
Grant’s assistance, the policy of quiet watchful-
ness proved successful—so far at least as immediate
results were concerned.

But though the greater armies were quiescent,
both sent out detachments to make destructive
raids, and that season witnessed some of the most
notable exploits of the guerilla bands that were
operating in the West, all through the war, in aid
of the Confederacy.

One of these affairs in the West was so bold
and startling that it became famous even among
the greater and more important events. This
was Morgan'’s raid across the Ohio. In July he



