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was marked by a clump of small trees on the
edge of the hill, at that portion of the line held
by the brigade of General Alexander S. Webb,
who was wounded; but his men stood firm against
the shock, and, from the eagerness of all to join
in the contest, men rushed from every side to the
point assailed, mixing up all commands, but
making a front that no such remnant as Pickett’s
could break. General Lewis A. Armistead, who
led the charge and leaped over the wall, was shot
down as he laid his hand on a gun, and his sur-
viving soldiers surrendered. On the slope of the
hill many of the assailants had thrown themselves
upon the ground and held up their hands for
quarter; and an immediate sally from the National
lines brought in a large number of prisoners and
battle-flags. Of that magnificent column which
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had been launched out so proudly, only a broken
fragment ever returned. Nearly every officer in
it, except Pickett, had been either killed or
wounded. Armistead, a prisoner and dying, said
to an officer who was bending over him, ‘‘ Tell
Hancock I have wronged him and have wronged
my country.’”” He had been opposed to secession,
but the pressure of his friends and relatives had
at length forced him into the service. Hancock
had been wounded and borne from the field, and
among the other wounded on the National side
were Generals Doubleday, Gibbon, Warren, But-
terfield, Stannard, Barnes, and Brook. General
Farnsworth was killed, and General Gabriel R.
Paul lost both eyes. Among the killed on the
Confederate side, beside those already mentioned,
were Generals Garnett, Pender, and Semmes;
and among the wounded Generals Hampton,
Jenkins, Kemper, Scales, J. M. Jones, and G. T.
Anderson.

While this movement was in progress, Kilpat-
rick with his cavalry rode around the mountain
and attempted to pass the Confederate right and
capture the trains, while Stuart with his cavalry
made a simultaneous attempt on the National
right. Kach had a bloody fight, but neither was
successful. ‘This closed the battle.

That night I.ee made preparations for retreat,
and the next day-—which was the 4th of July—-
the retreat was begun. General Imboden, who
conducted the trains and the ambulances, describes
it -as one of the most pitiful and heartrending

scenes ever witnessed. A heavy storm had come
up, the roads were in bad condition, few of the
wounded had been properly cared for, and as they
were jolted along in agony they were groaning,
cursing, babbling of their homes, and calling
upon their friends to kill them and put them out
of misery. But there could be no halt, for the
Potomac was rising, and an ‘attack was hourly
expected from the enemy in the rear.

Meade, however, did not pursue for several
days, and then to 1o purpose; so that Iee’s crip-
pled army escaped into Virginia, but it was
disabled from ever doing anything more than
prolonging the contest. Gettysburg was essen-
tially the Waterloo of the war. The National

loss was 23,190—Killed, wounded, and missing.
The Confederate losses were never officially re-
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ported, but estimates place them at nearly 30,000.
Lee left 7000 of his wounded among the unbur-
ied dead, and 27,000 muskets were picked up on
the field.

CHAPTER XVI.
THE VICKSBURG CAMPAIGN.

N the autumn of 1862, after the battles of Tuka
and Corinth, the National commanders in the
West naturally began to think of further

movements southward into Mississippi, and of
opening the great river and securing unobstructed
navigation from Cairo to the Gulf. The project
was slow in execution, principally from division
of authority. At this time General Grant hardly
knew what were the limits of his command, or
whether indeed he really had any command at
all.

Vicksburg is on a high bluff overlooking the
Mississippi where the river makes a sharp bend
enclosing a long, narrow peninsula. The rail-
road from Shreveport, La., reaches the river at
this point, and connects by ferry with the railroad
running east from Vicksburg through Jackson,
the State capital. T'he distance between the two
cities is 45 miles. About 100 miles below Vicks-
burg is Port Hudson, similarly situated as to
river and railways. Between these two points
the great Red River flows into the Mississippi.
As the Confederates drew a large part of their
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supplies from ‘I'‘exas and the country watered by
the Red River, it was of the first importance to
them to retain control of the Mississippi between
Vicksburg and Port Hudson.

After taking New Orleans, in April, 1862, Far-
ragut had gone up the river with some of his
ships, in May, and demanded the surrender of
Vicksburg ; but though the place was then but
slightly fortified, the demand was refused, and
without a land force he could not take the city, as
it was too high to be damaged by his guns.

The fortification of Port Hudson was made
almost as strong as Vicksburg.

On the 12th of November, 1862, General Grant
received a dispatch from General Halleck placing
him in command of all troops sent to his depart-
ment, and telling him to fight the enemy where he
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pleased. Four days later Grant and Sherman had
a conference at Columbus, and a plan was ar-
ranged and afterward modified, by which Grant
(who then had about 30,000 men under his per-
sonal command) was to move southward and
confront an equal force, commanded by General
John C. Pemberton, on the Tallahatchie ; while
Sherman, with 30,000, was to move from Mem-
phis down the eastern bank of the Mississippi, and,
assisted by Porter and his gunboats, attempt the
capture of Vicksburg from the rear.

Sherman and Porter, with their usual energy,
went to work with all speed to carry out their
part of the programme. Grant moved more
slowly, because he did not wish to force his enemy
back upon Vicksburg, but to hold him as far north
as possible. He established his depot of supplies
at Holly Springs, and waited for Sherman’s
movement, But the scheme was ruined by the
activity of two Confederate cavalry detachments
under Generals Van Dorn and Forrest. On the
2oth of December Van Dorn made a dash at
Holly Springs and captured the place and its
garrison. Grant had more than two million
dollars’ worth of supplies there, and as Van Dorn
could not remove them he burned them all, to-
gether with the storehouses and railroad build-
ings. Forrest, making a wide detour, tore up a
portion of the railroad between Jackson, Tenn.,
and Columbus, Ky., so that Grant’s army was cut
off from all communication with the North for
more than a week. It had not yet occurred to



