the left and Sedgwick’s on the right. Sickles,
thinking to occupy more advantageous ground,
advanced to the diagonal ridge, and on this hinged
the whole battle of the second day. For there was
nothing on which to rest his left flank, and he was
obliged to ‘‘refuse’’ it—turn it sharply back
toward Round Top. This presented a salient
angle (always a weak point) to the enemy; and
here, when the action opened at four o’clock in
the afternoon, the blow fell. ‘The angle was at a
peach-orchard, and the refused line stretched back
through a wheat field; Birney’s division occupy-
ing this ground, while the right of Sickles’ line
was held by Humphreys.

Longstreet’s men attacked the salient vigor-
ously, and his extreme right, composed of Hood’s
division, stretched out toward Little Round Top,
where it narrowly missed winning a position that
would have enabled it to enfilade the whole
National line. Little Round Top had been occu-
pied only by signal men, when General Warren
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ravine between the two Round Tops, but were
repelled by a bayonet charge, executed by Cham-
berlain’s 2oth Maine Regiment, and sco of them
were made prisoners.

Meanwhile terrific fighting was going on at the
salient in the peach-orchard. Several batteries
were in play on both sides, and made destructive
work; a single shell from one of the National
guns killed or wounded 3o men in a company of
37. Here General Zook was killed, Colonel Cross
was killed, General Sickles lost a leg, and the
Confederate General DBarksdale was mortally
wounded and died a prisoner. Sickles was con-
stantly reinforced, and I.ee, being under the im-
pression that this was the flank of the main line,

the peach-orchard, advanced their lines, assailed
the left flank of Humphreys, and finally drove
back the National line, only to find that they had
forced it into its true position, from which they
could not dislodge it by any direct attack, while
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their fire on the left centre of Meade’s line, where
he intended to send his storming column. Fighty
guns (all there was room for) were placed in posi-
tion on Cemetery Ridge to reply, and at one o’clock
the firing began. This was one of the most terrific
artillery duels ever witnessed. ‘T'here was a con-
tinuous and deafening roar, which was heard 40
miles away. The shot and shells ploughed up the
ground, shattered gravestones in the cemetery and
sent their fragments flying among the troops, ex-
ploded caissons, and dismounted guns.

At the end of two hours General Henry J.
Hunt, Meade’s chief of artillery, ordered the
firing to cease, both to cool the guns and to save
the ammunition for use in repelling the infantry
charge.a Leesupposed that his object—which was
to demoralize his enemy and cause him to exhaust
his artillery—had been effected. - Fourteen thou-

-sand of his best troops—including Pickett’s divi-
sion, which had not arrived in time for the previous
day’s fighting—now came out of the woods,

saw the danger, detached Vincent's brigade from
a division that was going out to reinforce Sickles,
and ordered it to occupy the hill at once. One
regiment of Weed’s brigade (the 14oth New
York) also went up, dragging and lifting the
guns of Hazlett's battery up the rocky slope; and
the whole brigade soon followed. They were
just in time to meet the advance of Hood's
Texans, and engage in one of the bloodiest hand-
to-hand conflicts of the war. At length the
Texans were hurled back and the position se-
cured. General Weed was mortally wounded;
General Vincent was killed; Colonel Patrick H.
O’Rorke, of the r4oth, a recent graduate of West
Point, of brilliant promise, was shot dead at the
head of his men; and ILieutenant Charles I,
Hazlett was killed as he leaned over General
Weed to catch his last words: ‘T would rather
die here,”’ said Weed, ‘‘than that the rebels
should gain an inch of this ground!’’ Hood’s
men made one more attempt, by creeping up the
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the guns and troops that now crowned the two
Round Tops showed any flank movement to be
impossible. About sunset Kwell’s corps assailed
the Union right, and at heavy cost gained a por-
tion of the works near Rock Creek.

While the actions of the first two days were
complicated, that of the third was extremely
simple. ILee had tried both flanks, and failed.
He now determined to attempt piercing the centre
of Meade’s line. ILongstreet, wiser than his chief,
protested, but in vain. On the other hand, Meade
had held a council of war the night before, and in
accordance with the vote of his corps commanders
determined to stay where he was and fight it out.
Lee's first intended movement was to push the
success gained at the close of the second day by
well on the National right; but Meade antici-
pated him, attacking early in the morning and
driving Ewell out of his works. In preparation
for a grand charge, Iee placed more than 100
guns in position on Seminary Rjidge, converging

formed in heavy columns, and moved forward
steadily to the charge. Instantly the National.
guns reopened fire, and the Confederate ranks
were ploughed through and through; but the
gaps were closed up, and the columns did not
halt. There was a mile of open ground for them
to traverse, and every step was taken under heavy
fire. As they drew nearer, the batteries used
grape and canister, and an infantry force posted
in advance of the main line rose to its feet and
fired volleys of musketry into the right flank.
Now the columns began visibly to break up and
melt away; and the left wing of the force changed
its direction somewhat, so that it parted from the
right, making an interval and exposing a new
flank, which the National troops promptly took
advantage of. But Pickett’s diminishing ranks
still pushed on, till they passed over the outer
lines, fought hand-to-hand at the main line, and
even leaped the breastworks and thought to cap-
"Theffie batteries. The point wherethey penetrated



