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At this time one portion of Lee’s army was at
Chambersburg, or between that place and Gettys-
burg, another at York and Carlisle, and a part of
his cavalry was within sight of the spires of
Harrisburg. ‘T'he main body of the cavalry had
gone off on a raid, Stuart having an ambition to
ride a third time around the Army of the Potomac.
This absence of his cavalry left Lee in ignorance
of the movements of his adversary. When sud-
denly he found his communications in danger, he
called back Ewell from York and Carlisle, and
ordered the concentration of all his forces at
Gettysburg., Many converging roads lead into
that town, and its convenience for such concentra-
tion was obvious. Meade was also advancing his
army toward Gettysburg, though with a more
uncertain step—as was necessary, since his object
was to find Lee’s army and fight it. His cavalry,
under Pleasonton, was doing good service, and
that General advanced a division under Buford on
the 2gth to Gettysburg, with orders to delay the
enemy till the army could come up. The First
Corps, under General John F. Reynolds, advanced
rapidly to Gettysburg, and on the 1st of July en-
countered west of the town a portion of the
enemy coming in from Chambersburg. I,ee had
about 73,500 men (infantry and artillery), and

between the roads, and the advance of both sides
rushed for it. Here General Reynolds, going
forward to survey the ground, was shot by a
sharpshooter and fell dead. The command de-
volved upon General Abner Doubleday. The
Confederate force contending for the woods was
Archer’s brigade; the National was Meredith's
‘“ Iron Brigade.”” Archer’'s men had been told that
they would meet nothing but Pennsylvania mili-
tia, which they expected to brush out of the way
with little trouble; but when they saw the Iron
Brigade some of them were heard saying: **'Taint
no militia: there are the black-hatted fellows
again; it's the Army of the Potomac!’ The
result here was that Meredith’s men not only
secured the woods, but captured General Archer
and a large part of his brigade, and then advanced
to the ridge west of the run,

On the right of the line there had been bloody
fighting, with unsatisfactory results, Whether
any commander on either side intended to bring
on a battle at this point, is doubtful. But both
sides were rapidly and heavily reinforced, and
both fought with determination. The struggle
for the Chambersburg road was obstinate, especi-
ally after the Confederates had planted several
guns to sweep it. A division of Ewell’s corps
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brigade had rushed up to a stone fence behind
which Baxter's brigade was sheltered, when
Baxter’s men suddenly rose and delivered a volley
that struck down 500 of Iverson's in an instant,
while the remainder, who were subjected also to a
cross-fire, immediately surrendered—all but one
regiment, which escaped by raising a white flag.

In the midst of the confusion General Winfield
S. Hancock arrived, under orders from General
Meade to supersede Howard in the command of
that wing of the army.
also to choose a position for the army to meet the
great shock of battle. Steinwehr’'s division was
in reserve on Cemetery Ridge, and Buford’s
cavalry was on the plain between the town and
the ridge; and with these standing fast Hancock
stopped the retreat and rapidly formed a line along
that crest.

The ridge begins in Round Top, a high, rocky
hill; next north of this is Little Round Top,
smaller but still bold and rugged; and thence it is
continued at a less elevation, with gentler slopes,
northward within half a mile of the town, where
it curves around to the east and ends at Rock
Creek. The whole length is about three miles.
Seminary Ridge is a mile west of this, and nearly
parallel with its central portion. Hancock with-

He had been instructed
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Meade about 82,000, while the cavalry numbered
about 11,000 on each side, and both armies had
more cannon than they could use.*

When Reynolds advanced his own corps and
determined to hold Gettysburg, he ordered the
Eleventh (Howard’s) to come up to his support.
The country about Gettysburg is broken into
ridges, mainly parallel and running north and
south. On the first ridge west of the village
stood a theological seminary, which gave it the
name of Seminary Ridge. Between this and the
next is a small stream called Willoughby Run,
and here the first day’s battle was fought. Buford
held the ridges till the infantry arrived, climbing
into the belfry of the seminary and looking anx-
iously for their coming. 'The Confederates were
advancing by two roads that met in a point at the
edge of the village, and Reynolds disposed his
troops, as fast as they arrived, so as to dispute the
passage on both roads. 'The key-point was a
piece of high ground, partly covered with woods,

*Various figures and estimates are given as representing the
strength of the two armies, some of which take account of detach-
ments absent on special duty, and some do not. The figures here
given denote very nearly the forces actually available for the
battle.

soon arrived from Carlisle, wheeled into position,
and struck the right of the National line. Rob-
inson’s division, resting on Seminary Ridge, was
promptly brought forward to meet this new peril,
and was so skilfully handled that it presently
captured three North Carolina regiments.
General Oliver O. Howard, being the ranking
officer, assumed command when he arrived on
this part of the field; and when his own corps
came up, about one o'clock, he placed it in
position on the right, prolonging the line of battle
far around to the north of the town. This great
extension made it weak at many points; and as
fresh divisions of Confederate troops were con-
stantly arriving, under Lee’s general order to con-
centrate on the town, they finally became powerful
enough to break through the centre, rolling back
the right flank of the First Corps and the left of
the Eleventh, and throwing into confusion every-
thing except the left of the First Corps, which
retired in good order, protecting artillery and am-
bulances. Of the fugitives that swarmed through
the town, about 5000 were made prisoners. But
this had been affected only at heavy cost to the
Confederates. At one point Iverson’s Georgia

out hesitation chose this line, placed all the
available troops in position, and then hurried back
to headquarters at Taneytown. Meade at once
accepted his plan, and sent forward the remaining
corps. ‘The Third Corps, commanded by Sickles,
being already on the march, arrived at sunset.
The Second (Hancock’s) marched 13 miles and
went into position. ‘The Fifth (Sykes’) was 23
miles away, but marched all night and arrived in
the morning. ‘The Sixth (Sedgwick’s) was 36
miles away, but was put in motion at once.

It is said by General Longstreet that Lee had
promised his corps commanders not to fight a bat-
tle during this expedition, unless he could take a
position and stand on the defensive; but the excite-
ment and confidence of his soldiers, who felt
themselves invincible, compelled him. While he
was waiting for his divisions to arrive, Sedgwick’s
corps arrived on the other side, and the National
troops were busy constructing rude breastworks.

Between the two great ridges there is another
ridge, situated somewhat like the diagonal portion
of a capital N. ‘The order of the corps, beginning
at the right, was this: Slocum’s, Howard’s,
Hancock’s, Sickles’, with Sykes’ in reserve on



