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Howard’s corps was doubled up, thrown
into confusion, and completely routed. The
enemy was coming on exultingly, when
General Sickles sent General Alfred Pleas-
onton with two regiments of cavalry and
a battery to occupy an advantageous position
at Hazel Grove, which was the key-point
of this part of the battlefield. Pleasonton
arrived just in time to see that the Confed-
erates were making toward the same point
and were likely to secureit. ‘There was but
one way to save the army, and Pleasonton
quickly comprehended it. He ordered
Major Peter Keenan, with the 8th Pennsyl-
vania cavalry regiment, about 4oo strong,
to charge immediately upon the 10,000 Con-
federate infantry. ‘‘It is the same as saying
we must be killed,”’ said Keenan, ‘‘but
we'll do it.”” ‘T'his charge, in which Keenan
and most of his command were slain, aston-
ished the enemy and stopped their onset, for
they believed there must be some more for-
midable force behind it. Iu the precious
minutes thus gained, Pleasonton brought
together 22 guns, loaded them with: double

upon him, Lee drew off a large detachment
of his army and turned upon Sedgwick, who
after a heavy fight was stopped, and with
some difficulty succeeded in- crossing the
river after nightfall. Iee then turned again
upon Hooker; but a great storm suspendea
operations for 24 hours, and the next night
the National army all recrossed the Rappa-
hannock, leaving on the field 14 guns,
thousands of small-arms, all their dead, and
many of their wounded. In this series of
battles, the National loss was about 17,000
men, the Confederate about 13,000. Hooker
had commanded about 113,500 to Lee's
62,000 (disregarding the different methods
of counting in the two armies); but as usual
they were not in action simultaneously;
many were hardly in the fight at all, and
at every point of actual contact, with the
exception of Sedgwick’s first engagement,
the Confederates were superior in numbers.
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half-way between his own line and the edge
of the woods where the enemy must emerge.
When the Confederates resumed their charge
they were struck by such a storm of iron as
nothing human could withstand, other troops
were brought up to the support of the guns,
and what little artillery the Confederates
had advanced to the front was knocked to
pieces.

Here, about dusk, General Jackson rode
to the front to reconnoitre. As he rode back
again with his staff, some of his own men,
mistaking the horsemen for National cavalry,
fired a volley, by which several were killed.
Another volley inflicted three wounds upon
Jackson; and as his frightened horse dashed
into the woods, the General was thrown
violently against the limb of a tree and in-
jured still more. Afterward, when his men
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and Chancellorsvilley, public opinion

in the South began to demand that
the army under Lee should invade the North,
or at least make a bold movement toward
Washington. Public opinion is not often
very discriminating in an exciting crisis;
and on this occasion public opinion failed
to discriminate between the comparative ease
with which an army in a strong position
may repel a faultily planned or badly man-
aged attack, and the difficulties that must
beset the same army when it leaves its base,
launches forth into the enemy’s country,
and is obliged to maintain a constantly
lengthening line of communication. The
Southern public could not see why, since
the Army of Northern Virginia had won two
victories on the Rappahannock, it might
1ot march forward at once, lay New York
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opened fire down the road, one of
the men was struck, and the General
fell heavily totheground. He finally
reached the hospital, and his arm
was amputated, but he died at the
end of a week. Jackson's corps
renewed its attack, under General
A. P. Hill, but without success, and
Hili was wounded and borne from
the field.

The next morning, May 3, it was
renewed again under Stuart, the
cavalry leader, and at the same time
Leec attacked in front with his entire
force. 'The Confederates had sus-
tained a serious disaster in the loss
of Jackson; but now a more serious
one befell the National army, for
General Hooker was rendered insen-
sible by the shock from a cannon-
ball that struck a pillar of the
Chancellor house against which he
was leaning. After this there was
no plan or organization to the battle
on the National side—though each
corps commander held his own as
well as he could, and the men fought
valiantly—while Lee was at his best.
The line was forced back to some
strong intrenchments that had been
prepared the night before, when Lee
learned that Sedgwick had defeated
the force opposed to him, captured
Fredericksburg heights, and was
promptly advancing upon the Con-
federate rear. ‘I'rusting that the
force in his front would not advance
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# The story of Keenan's charge is here told as
General Pleasonton tells it. But some of the

survivors of the charge tell it quite differently. PLAN OF THE NAVAL BATTLE, PORT ROVAI, HARBOR.

dictate peace and Southern inde-
pendence in the Capitol at Wash-
ington. Whether the Confederate
Government shared this feeling or
not, it acted in accordance with it;
and whether Lee approved it or not,
he obeyed. Yet, in thelargest con-
sideration of the problem, this de-
mand for an invasion of the North
was correct, though the result proved
disastrous. For experience shows
that purely defensive warfare will
not accomplish anything. ILee's
army had received a heavy reinforce-
ment by the arrival of Longstreet’s
corps, its regiments had been filled
up with conscripts, it had un-
bounded confidence in itself, and
this was the time, if ever, to put the
plan for independence to the crucial
test of offensive warfare. Many
subsidiary considerations strength-
ened the argument. About 30,000
of Hooker’s men had been enlisted
in the spring of 1861, for two years,
and their term was now expiring.
Vicksburg was besieged by Grant,
before whom nothing had stood as
vet; and its fall would open the
Mississippi and cut the Confederacy
in two, which might seal the fate of
the new government unless the
shock were neutralized by a great
victory in the Fast. Volunteering
had fallen off in the North, con-
scription was resorted to, the Demo-
cratic party there had become more
hostile tothe Government and loudly
abusive of President Lincoln and
his advisers, and there were signs



