480 THE
that crossed the mountain a mile north and south
of it; and using these, the National troops worked
their way slowly to the crests, opposed at every
step by Confederate riflemen behind the trees and
ledges. Reno assaulted the southern crest, and
Hooker the northern, while Gibbon'’s brigade
gradually pushed along up the turnpike into the
Gap itself. Reno was opposed by the Confederate
brigade of Garland, and both these commanders
were killed. ‘T'here was stubborn and bloody
fighting all day, at dark the field was won. 'The
Confederates withdrew during the night, and in
the morning the victoriouscolumns passed through
to the western side of the mountain. This battle
- cost McClellan 1500 men. Among the wounded
was the lieutenant-colonel in command of the 23d
Ohio regiment—Rutherford B. Hayes, afterward
President—who was struck in the arm by a rifle-
ball. The Confederate loss in killed and wounded
was about 1500, and in addition 1500 were made
prisoners. The fight at Crampton’s Gap—to
defend which McILaws had sent back a part of his
force from Harper's Ferry—was quite similar to
that at T'urner’s, and had a similar result. ‘These
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Antietam flowing in front, was advantageous.
The creek was crossed by four stone bridges and
a ford, and all except the northernmost bridge
were strongly guarded. The land was occupied
by meadows, cornfields, and patches of forest,
and was much broken by outcropping ledges.
McClellan only reconnoitered the position on the
15th., On the 16th he developed his plan of at-
tack, which was simply to throw his right wing
across the Antietam by the upper and unguarded
bridge, assail the Confederate left, and when this
had sufficiently engaged the enemy’s attention
and drawn his strength to that flank, to force the
bridges and cross with his left and centre. In-
deed, this was obviously almost the only practic-
able plan. All day long an artillery duel was
kept up, in which, as General Hill says, the Con-
federate batteries proved no match for their op-
ponents. It was late in the afternoon when
Hooker's corps advanced through the woods, and
struck the left flank, which was held by two
brigades of Hood's men. Scarcely more than a
skirmish ensued, when darkness came on, and
the lines rested for the night where they were.

the eastern side of the Antietam. This broke
them and drove them back; but when Hooker
attempted to advance his lines far enough fo hold
the road and seize the woods west of it, he in turn
was met by fresh masses of troops and a heavy
artillery fire, and was checked. Mansfield’s corps
was moving up to his support when its com- -
mander was mortally wounded. Nevertheless it
moved on, got a position in the woods west of
the road and held it, though at heavy cost. At this
moment General Hooker was seriously wounded
and borne from the field, while Sumner crossed
the stream and came up with his corps. His men
drove back the defeated divisions of the enemy
without much difficulty and occupied the ground
around the church. His whole line was advanc-
ing to apparent victory, when two fresh divisions
were brought over from the Confederate right,
and were immediately thrust into a wide gap in
Sumner’s line. Sedgwick, whose division formed
the right of the line, was thus flanked on his left,
and was easily driven back out of the woods,
across the clearing and into the eastern woods,
after which the Confederates retired to their own
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two actions (fought September 14, 1862), are
designated as the battle of South Mountain.

Lee withdrew across the Antietam, and took up
a position on high ground between that stream
and Sharpsburg. His right, under McLaws,
crossed the Potomac at that place, recrossed it at
Shepherdstown, and came promptly into position.
Lee now had his army together and strongly
posted. But it had been so reduced by losses in
battle and straggling that it numbered but little
over 40,000 combatants. Lee complained bitterly
that his army was ‘‘ ruined by straggling,’’ and
General Hill wrote in his report, ‘‘ Had all our
stragglers been up, McClellan’s army would have
been completely crushed or annihilated. Thou-
sands of thievish poltroons had kept away from
sheer cowardice. The men that Iee did have,
however, were those exclusively that had been
able to stand the hard marching and resist the
temptation to straggle, and were consequently the
flower of his army; and they now awaited battle
in a chosen position.

The ground occupied by the Confederate army,
with both flanks resting on the Potomac, and the
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If Iee could have been in any doubt before, he
was now told plainly what was to be the form of
the contest, and he had all night to make his dis-
positions for it. The only change he thought it
necessary to make was to put Jackson's fresh
troops in the position on his left. DBefore morn-
ing McClellan sent Mansfield's corps across the
Antietam to join Hooker, and he had Sumner’s
in readiness to follow at an early hour. Mean-
while, all but 2000 of Lee’s forces had come up.
So the 17th of September dawned in that peaceful
little corner of the world with everything in readi-
ness for a great struggle in which there could be
no surprises, and which was to be scarcely any-
thing more than wounds for wounds and death
for death.

In the vicinity of the little Dunker church, the
road running northward from Sharpsburg to
Hagerstown was bordered on both sides by woods,
and here the battle began when Hooker assaulted
Jackson at sunrise. ‘There was hard fighting for
an hour, during which Jackson's lines were not
only heavily pressed by Hooker in front, but at
length enfiladed by a fire from the batteries on
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position. TFighting of this sort went on all the
forenoon. Atmnoon Franklin arrived from Cramp-
ton’s Gap and was sent over to help Hooker and
Sumner, being just in time to check a new ad-
vance by more troops brought over from the Con-
federate right.
At 8 a. m.
the bridge in his front, cross the stream, and
attack the Confederate right. But it was 1 o'clock
before he succeeded in doing this, and two more
precious hours passed away before he had carried
the ridge commanding Sharpshurg and captured
the Confederate battery there. Then came up
the last division of T,ee’s forces (A. P. Hill's)
from Harper's Ferry, 2000 strong, united with
the other forces on his left, and drove Burnside
from the crest and re-took the battery. Here
ended the battle; not because the day was closed,
or any apparent victory had been achieved, but

Jurnside had been ordered to carry

because both sides had been so severely punished
that neither was inclined to resume the fight,
FEvery man of Lee’s force had been actively en-
gaged, but not more than two-thirds of Me-
Clellan’s. 'The reason why the Confederate army



