I'HE CIVIL, WAR IN TEx UNITED STATES.

Early in March, 1862, a National army com-
manded by General John Pope moved down the
west bank of the Mississippi against New Madrid.
A reconnoissance in force demonstrated that the
place could be carried by storm, but could not be
held, since the Confederate gunboats were able
(the river being then at high water) to enfilade
both the works and the approaches. General
Pope went into camp two miles from the river,
and sent to Cairo for siege-guns, meanwhile send-
ing three regiments and a battery, under General
J. B. Plummer, around to a point below New
Madrid, where in the night they sunk trenches
for the field-guns and placed sharpshooters at the
edge of the bank, and next day opened a trouble-
some fire on the passing gunboats and transports.
Four guns were forwarded promptly from Cairo,
and that night Pope’s forces placed them in posi-
tion. The enemy’s first intimation of what was
going on was obtained from a bombardment that
opened at daylight.
of a heavy storm, New Madrid was evacuated.

The next night, in the midst

The National forces took possession, and immedi-
ately changed the positions of the guns
so as to command the river. On the
16th five Confederate gunboats attacked
these batteries; but after one boat had
been sunk and some of the others dam-
aged, they drew off. On the 16th and
17th the National fleet of gunboats,
under Commodore Andrew H. Foote,
engaged the batteries on Island No. 10,
and a hundred heavy guns were in
action at once. 'The artillery men
stood to their work manfully, many of
them in water ankle deep, and though
enormous shells exploded within the
forts, and one gun burst and another
was dismounted, the works were not
reduced. A gun that burst in the fleet
killed or wounded 14 men. ‘The at-
tack was renewed [rom day to day,
but with no decisive effect.

At the suggestion of General Schuy-
ler Hamilton, a canal was cut across
the peninsula above New Madrid.
This task was confided to a regiment
of engineers commanded by Colonel
Josiah W. Bissell, and was completed
in 19 days.
was 12 miles, and half of the distance
lay through a thick forest standing in
deep water. A channel 50 feet wide
and 4 feet deep was secured, through
which transports could be passed.

On the night of April 4 the gun-
boat ** Carondelet,”’ Commander Henry
Walke, ran down past the batteries of
Island No. 10, escaping serious dam-
age, and in the night of the 6th the
‘* Pittsburgh ' performed the same feat.
With the help of these to silence the
batteries on the opposite shore, Pope crossed in
force on the 7th, and moved rapidly down the
little peninsula. The greater part of the Confed-
erate troops that had been holding the island now
attempted to escape southward, but were caught
between Pope's army and an impassable swamp,
and surrendered.
entire campaign were 3 generals, 273 officers, and

The length of the canal

General Pope’s captures in the

6700 men, besides 158 guns, 7000 muskets, 1 gun-
boat, a floating battery, 6 steamers, and a consid-
erable quantity of stores.

On the very day of this bloodless victory, a little
log church in southwestern Tennessee gave name
to the bloodiest battle that has been fought west
of the Alleghanies—Chickamauga being rather
zn the mountains. At Corinth, in northern Mis-
sissippi, the Memphis and Charleston Railroad
crosses the Mobile and Ohio. This gave that
point strategic importance, and it was fortified
accordingly and held by a large Confederate force,
which was commanded by General Albert Sidney
Johnston (who must not be confounded with the
Confederate General Joseph E. Johnston). Gen-
eral Grant, who had nearly 40,000 men, and was
about to be joined by General Don Carlos Buell

coming from Nashville with as many more, pro-
posed to move against Corinth and capture the
place. -

On Sunday, April 6, Grant's main force was
at Pittsburgh Landing, on the west bank of the
T'ennessee, 20 miles north of Corinth. One di-
vision under General Lew Wallace was at Crump’s
Landing, five miles farther north. The advance
division of Buell's army had reached the river,
opposite the landings, and the remainder was a
march behind. TFor some days Johnston had been
moving northward, and early on the morning of
the 6th he made a sudden and hLeavy attack.
Grant’s line was about two miles long, the left
resting on Lick Creek, an impassable stream that
flows into the Tennessee above Pittsburgh Land-
ing, and the right on Owl Creek, which flows in
below. General Benjamin M. Prentiss’ division
was on the left, General John A, McClernand’s in
the centre, and General William T'. Sherman’s on
the right. General Stephen A. Hurlbut’s was in
reserve on the left, and General C. F. Smith’s
(now commanded by W. H. L. Wallace) on
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the right. ‘There were no intrenchments. The
ground was undulating, with patches of woods al-
ternating with cleared fields, some of which were
under cultivation and others abandoned and over-
grown with bushes. A ridge, on which stood Shi-
loh Church, formed an important key-point in
Sherman'’s front.

General Grant, in his headquarters at Savan-
nah, down the river, heard the firing while he was
at breakfast, and hurried up to Pittsburgh Land-
ing. He had expected to be attacked, if at all,
at Crump's Landing, and he now ordered Lew
Wallace with his 5000 men to leave that place
and march at once to the right of the line at Shi-
loh; but Wallace took the wrong road, and did
not arrive till dark. Neither did General Wil-
liam Nelson’s advance division of General Buell’s
army cross the river till evening.

The attack began at daybreak, and was made
with tremendous force and in full confidence of
success. 'The nature of the ground made regular-
ity of movement impossible, and the battle was
rather a series of assaults by separate columns.
The heaviest attacks fell upon Sherman and
McClernand, whose men stood up to the work
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with unflinching courage. But they were driven

. back by overwhelming numbers, which the Con-

federate commanders poured upon them without
the slightest regard to losses. The 6th Missis-
sippi Regiment lost 3co men out of its totalof 425,
and the 18th Louisiana lost 207. + Sherman’s men
lost their camps in the morning, and retired upon
one new line of defence after another, till they
had been crowded back more than a mile; but all
the while they clung to the road and bridge by
which they were expecting Lew Wallace. Gen-
eral Grant says of an open field on this part of the
line, over which repeated charges were made, that
it was ‘‘ so covered with dead that it would have
been possible to walk across the clearing in
any direction, stepping on dead bodies, without a
foot touching the ground. On our side National
and Confederate troops were mingled together in
about equal proportions; but on the remainder of
the field nearly all were Confederdtes.’’

Many of the troops were under fire for the first
time; but Sherman’s wonderful military genius
largely made up for this deficiency. One bullet
struck Sherman in the hand, another
grazed his shoulder, another went
through his hat, and several of his
horses were killed. A bullet shattered
the scabbard of General Grant'’s
sword. General W. H. I,. Wallace
was mortally wounded. On the other
side, Generals Adley H. Gladden and
Thomas C. Hindman were killed; and
about half-past two o’clock General
Johnston, placing himself at the head
of a brigade that was reluctant to at-
tempt another charge, was struck in
the leg by a minie ball. The wound
need not have been mortal; but he
would not leave the field, and after a
time bled to death. The command
then devolved upon General Beaure-
gard.

In the afternoon a gap occurred be-
tween General Prentiss’ division and
the rest of the line, and the Confed-
erates were prompt to take advantage
of it. Rushing with a heavy force
through this gap, and at the same time
attacking his left, they doubled up
both his flanks, and captured that Gen-
eral and 2200 of his men. On this
part of the field the day was saved by
Colonel J. D. Webster, of General
Grant’s staff, who rapidly got 20 guns
into position and checked the Confed-
erate advance. They then attempted
to come in on the extreme left, along
the river, by crossing a ravine. But
more guns were brought up, and placed
on a ridge that commanded this ra-
vine, and at the same time the gunboats
“Tyler”” and ‘‘ Lexington’ moved
up to a point opposite and enfiladed it with their
fire. 'The result to the Confederates was nothing
but a useless display of valor and a heavy loss.

With the exception of the break when Prentiss
was captured, Grant's line of battle was main-
tained all day, though it was steadily forced back
and 30 guns were lost.

Beauregard discontinued the attack at nightfall,
when his right was repelled at the ravine, intend-
ing to renew it and finish the victory in the morn-
ing.

Lew Wallace was now in position on the right,
and Nelson on the left, and all night long the
boats were plying across the Tennessee, bringing
over Buell's army.

At daylight Grant assumed the offensive, the
fresh troops on his right and left moving first to
the attack. Beauregard made a stubborn fight,
mainly for the purpose of holding the road that
ran by Shiloh Church, by which alone he could
conduct an orderly retreat.

The fighting was of the same general descrip-
tion as on the previous day, except that the
advantage was now with the National troops.
Sherman was ordered to advance his command



