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He had about 15,000 troops under his command,
and said he would ‘ never surrender,’” but would
withdraw his troops from the city as soon as pos-
sible, when the city would fall into the hands of
the Mayor, and he could do as he pleased with it.
T'he mob outside had by this time become perfectly
infuriated. ‘They kicked at the doors, and swore
they would have us out and hang us. Every
person about us who had any sense of responsi-
bility was frightened for our safety. As soon as
the mob found out that General Lovell was not
going to surrender, they swore they would have
us out any way; but Pierre Soule and some others
went out and made speeches to them, and kept
them on one side of the building, while we went
out at the other and were driven to the wharf in
a close carriage. ‘The Mayor told the flag-officer
this morning that the city was in the hands of the
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out and broken open, the levee ran with molasses,
and the poor people carried away the sugar in
their baskets and aprons. The Governor called
upon the people of the State to burn their cotton,
and 250,000 bales were destroyed.

Butler had witnessed the passage of the forts,
and he now hurried over his troops and invested
St. Philip on the land side, while Porter sent some
of his mortar boats to a bay in the rear of Fort
Jackson, and in a few days both works were sur-
rendered. Farragut sent 250 marines into the
city to take formal possession and guard the pub-
lic buildings. Butler arrived there with his forces

on the 1st of May, and it was then turned over
to him, and it remained in Federal possession
throughout the war.

At the first news of this achievement the people
of the North hardly appreciated what had been
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the outbreak of the war the navy-yard at Norfolk,
Va., was abandoned, with an attempt at its
destruction, the steam-frigate ‘‘ Merrimac' was
set on fire at the wharf. Her upper works were
burned, and her hull sank. There had been long
hesitation about removing any of the valuable
property from this navy-yard, because the action
of Virginia was uncertain, and it was hoped that
a mark of confidence in her people would tend to
keep her in the Union. The day that Sumter was
fired upon, peremptory orders had been issued for
the removal of the ‘‘ Merrimac”’ to Philadelphia,
and steam was raised and every preparation made
for her sailing. But the officer in command,
would not permit her to move, and two days later
she was burned. The Confederates raised the hull,
repaired the machinery, and covered it with a
steep roof of wrought iron five inches thick, with
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mob, and was at our mercy, and that he might
blow it up or do with it as he chose.”

Farragut appointed an hour for prayer and
thanksgiving on the 26th, and while the services
were being conducted in the fleet four citizens
mounted to the roof of the Mint, tore down the
United States flag, and dragged it through the
streets. ‘The leader in this exploit was afterward
tried for it, by order of General Butler, and
hanged.

On the night of the 24th, by order of the
authorities in the city, the torch was applied to
everything, except buildings, that could be of use
to the victors, and 15,000 bales of cotton, heaps
of coal and wood, dry-docks, a dozen steamboats,
and as many cotton-ships, and an unfinished iron-
clad ram, were all burned. Barrels were rolled

accomplished. But as they gradually learned the
particulars, and saw that in fighting obstructions,
fire-rafts, forts, rams, and fleet, and conquering
them all, Farragut had done what neither Nelson
nor any other great admiral had ever done before,
they felt that the country had produced a worthy

companion for the victor of Donelson.

CHAPTER VIL
THE MONITOR AND THE MERRIMAC.
HILE the great naval expedition was ap-
proaching New Orleans, the waters of
Hampton Roads, from which it had

sailed, were the scene of a battle. that revolution-
ized the naval armaments of theworld. When at

a lining of oak seven inches thick. The sides
were also plated with iron, and the bow was
armed with an iron ram, something like a huge
plowshare. In the water she had the appear-
ance of a house submerged to the eaves, with an
immense gun looking out at each of 1o dormer
windows.

But it was March, 1862, before she was ready
for action. The command was given to Franklin
Buchanan, who had resigned a commission in the
United States navy. On the 8th of March, ac-
companied by two gunboats, she went out to raise
the blockade of James and Elizabeth rivers by
destroying the wooden war-vessels in Hampton
Roads. Her first victim was the frigate ‘* Cumber-
land,”’ which gave her a broadside that would
have riddled a wooden vessel through and through.



