464 THE

The time fixed upon for starting was just before
moonrise (3.30 o’clock) in the morning of April
24. On the night of the 20th two gunboats went
up the river, and a boat’s crew from one of them,
under Lieutenant Charles H. B. Caldwell, boarded
one of the hulks and cut the chain, under a heavy
fire, making an opening sufficient for the fleet to
pass through. Near midnight of the 23d the
Lieutenant went up again in a gunboat, to make
sure that the passage was still open; and this
time the enemy not only fired on him but sent
down blazing rafts and lighted enormous piles of
wood near the ends of the chain. The question
of moonrise was no longer of the slightest im-

portance, since it was as light as day for miles
around. At half-past three the whole fleet was in
motion.

The sloop ‘fPortsmouth’™ and Porter’s gun-
boats moved up to a point where they could engage
the water-battery of Fort Jackson while the fleet
was going by. ‘The first division of eight vessels,
contmanded by Captain Theodorus Bailey, passed
through the opening, unmindful of a fire from
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Fort Jackson, ran over to the east bank and
poured grape and canister into Fort St. Philip as
they sailed by, and ten minutes afterward found
themselves engaged at close quarters with 11 Con-
Bailey's flag-ship, the ‘' Cayu-
was attacked by three at once, all trying to
board her. He sent an ri-inch shot through one
of them, and she ran aground and burst into a
blaze.
drove off the second; and hewas preparing to board
the third when the ‘‘ Oneida ™’ ““Varuna
came to his assistance. The ‘‘ Oneida' ran at
full speed into one Confederate vessel, cutting it
nearly in two and in an instant making it a shape-
less wreck. She fired into others, and then went
to the assistance of the ‘‘ Varuna,”
been attacked by two, rammed by both of them,

federate vessels.
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With the swivel gun on his forecastle he
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and was now at the shore, where she sank in a
few minutes.
before she perished, crippling one enemy so that
she surrendered to the ** Oneida,”” driving another
ashore, and exploding a shell in the boiler of a

But she had done effective work
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third. ‘The ‘‘ Pensacola '’ steamed slowly by the
forts, doing great execution with her rifled guns,
and in turn sustaining the heaviest loss in the
fleet—37 men. T'he *‘ Mississippi '’ sailed up in
handsome style, encountered the Confederate ram
‘“ Manassas,”’ and received a blow that disabled
her machinery., But in turn she riddled the ram
and set it on fire, so that it drifted away and blew
up. The other vessels of this division, with
various fortune, passed the forts and participated
in the naval battle.

The second division consisted of three sloops of
war, the flag-ship leading. The ‘‘ Hartford ’ re-
ceived and returned a heavy fire from the forts,
got aground on a shoal while trying to avoid a
fire-raft, and a few minutes later had another raft
pushed against her, which set her on fire. A
portion of the crew was detailed to extinguish the
flames, and all the while her guns were loaded

-and fired as steadily as if nothing had happened.

Presently she was got afloat again, and proceeded
up the river, when suddenly through the smoke,
as it was lighted by the flashes of the guns, she

steamboats and drove another ashore before they
came up with the advance divisions of the fleet.
The entire loss been 37 killed and 147
wounded,

Captain Bailey, in the ‘' Cayuga,’’ still keeping
the lead, found a regiment encamped at Quaran-
tine Station, and compelled its surrender. On the
morning of the 25th the Chalmette batteries, three
miles below the city, were silenced by a fire from
the sloops, and a little later the city itself was at
the mercy of their guns. At noon Captain Bailey,
accompanied only by Lieutenant George H. Pur-
kins, with a flag of truce, went ashore, passed
through an excited crowd, and demanded of the
Mayor that the city be surrendered uncondition-
ally and the Louisiana State flag at once hauled
down from the staff on the City Hall. Bailey
raised the Stars and Stripes over the Mint; but
the Mayor at first refused to strike his colors, and
set out upon an elaborate course of letter-writing,
which was of no consequence except as it fur-
nished another instance of the fatuity that grasps
at a shadow after the substance is gone.
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saw a steamer filled with men bearing down upon
But a ready gun planted a huge shell in the
and she

her.
mysterious stranger, which exploded,
disappeared. ‘The ‘‘ Brooklyn,'’ after getting out
of her course and running upon one of the hulks,
finally got through, met a large Confederate
steamer and gave it a broadside that set it on fire,
and then poured such a rain of shot into St
Philip that the bastions were cleared in a minute,
and in the flashes the gunners could be seen run-
ning to shelter. A Confederate gunboat that
attacked her received 11 shells from her, all of
which exploded: and it then ran ashore in flames.
The ‘‘Richmond’ sailed through steadily and
worked her guns regularly, meeting with small
loss.

The third division consisted of six gunboats,
T'wo of them became entangled among the hulks,
and failed to pass. Another received a shot in
her boiler, which compelled her to drop down
stream and out of the fight. The other three
went through in gallant style, and burned two
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A letter written by Lieutenant Perkins gave a
vivid description of this incident, which is inter-
esting in that it exhibits the effect upon the first
people of the South who realized the possibility
of their being conquered. ‘‘ Among the crowd
were many women and children, and the women
were shaking rebel flags and being rude and
noisy. As we advanced, the mob followed us in
a very excited state. They gave three cheers for
TJeff. Davis and Beauregard, and three groans for
Lincoln. ‘T'hen they began to throw things at
us, and shout * Hang them ! Hang them !’ We
reached the City Hall in safety, and there found
the Mavor and Council. They seemed in a very
solemn state of mind; though I must say, from
what they said, they did not impress me as having
much mind about anything. ‘The Mayor said he
had nothing to do with the city, as it was under
martial law, and we were obliged to wait till Gen-
eral Lovell could arrive. In about half an hour
this gentleman appeared. He was very pompous
in his manner, and silly and airy in1 his remarks,



