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surrender became inevitable. Price’s force then
crossed the State, to the southwest corper. Gen-
eral John C. Frémont, who commanded the
department, believing that Price was near Spring-
field, gave orders for the concentration at that
place of all the National forces in Missouri. But
Price was not there, and in November Frémont
was superseded by General Halleck, some of
whose subordinate commanders, es-
pecially General John Pope, made
rapid movements and did good ser-
vice in capturing newly recruited
regiments that were on their way
to join Price.

Late in December General Samuel
R. Curtis took command of 12,000
National troops at Rolla, and ad-
vanced against Price, who retreated
before him to the northwestern cor-
ner of Arkansas, where his force
was joined by that of General Mc-
Culloch, and together they took up
a position in the Boston mountains,
Curtis crossed the line into Arkan-
sas, chose a strong place on Pea
Ridge, in the Ozark mountains, in-
trenched, and awaited attack, Be-
cause of serious disagreements be-
tween Price and McCulloch, General
Larl Van Dorn was sent to take
command of the Confederate force,
arriving late in January. ‘There
is no authentic statement as to the
size of his army. He himself de-
clared that he had but 14,000 men,
while no other estimate gave fewer
than twice that number. Among
them was a large body of Cherokee
Indians, recruited for the Confeder-
ate service by Albert Pike. On
March 5, 1862, Van Dorn moved to
attack Curtis, who formed his line
on the bluffs along Sugar Creek,
facing southward. His divisions
were commanded by Generals Franz
Sigel and Alexander S. Asboth and
Colonels Jefferson C. Davis and
Fugene A. Carr, and he had some-
what more than 10,000 men in line, with 48
guns. The Confederates, finding the position
too strong in front, made a night march to the
west, -with the intention of striking the Na-
tionals on the right flank. But Curtis discov-
ered their movement at dawn, promptly faced
his line to the right about, and executed a grand
left wheel. His army was looking westward

toward the approaching foe, Carr’s division being
on the right, then Davis, then Asboth, and Sigel
But they were not fairly in position
Carr was struck most heav-
to time,

on the left.
when the blow fell.
ily, and, though reinforced from time

was driven back a mile in the course of the day,
Davis, opposed to the corps of McCulloch, was
more successful; that General was killed and his
troops were driven from the field. In the night
Curtis re-formed and strengthened his lines, and
in the morning the battle was renewed. This
day Sigel executed some brilliant and character-
istic manceuvres. ‘T'o bring his division into its
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place on the left wing, he pushed a battery for-
ward, and while it was firing rapidly its infantry
supports were brought up to it by a right wheel;
this movement was repeated with another battery
and its supports to the left or the first, and again,
till the whole division had come into line, press-
ing back the enemy's right. Sigel was now so
far advanced that Curtis’ whole
curve, enclosing the enemy, and by a heavy con-
centrated artillery fire the Confederates were soon
driven to the shelter of the ravines, and finally
put to rout. The National loss in this action
was over 1300, Carr and Asboth being among

line made a
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the wounded. The Confederate loss is unknown.
Generals McCulloch and McIntosh were killed,
and Generals Price and Slack wounded. Owing
to the nature of the ground, effective pursuit was
impracticable.

The Confederate Government had made a treaty
with some of the tribes in the Indian Territory,
and had taken into its service more than 4000
Indians, whom the stories of Bull
Run and Wilson’s Creek had ap-
parently impressed with the belief
that they would have little to do
but scalp the wounded and rob the
dead. At Pea Ridge these red men
exhibited their old-time terror of
artillery, and though they took a
few scalps they were so disgusted at
being asked to face half a hundred
well-served cannon that they were
almost useless to their allies, and
thenceforth they took no further
part in the war. It is a notable
fact that in the wars on this con-
tinent the Indians have only been
employed on the losing side, which
appears to show that, though sav-
ages may add to the horrors of war,
they cannot determine its results
for civilized people; nor can irre-
sponsible guerilla bands, of which
there were many at the West, all in
the service of the Confederacy.

CHAPTER VI.
THE CAPTURE OF NEW ORLEANS,

HE Crescent City was by far
the largest and richest in the
Confederacy. In 1860 it had

a population of nearly 170,000, while
Richmond, Mobile, and Charleston
together had fewer than two-thirds
as many. In 1860-61 it shipped
$25,000,000 worth of sugar and
$92,000,000 worth of cotton, its ex-
port trade in these articles being
larger than that of any other city in the world.
Moreover, its strategic value in that war was
greater than that of any other point in the South-
ern States. ‘The many mouths of the Mississippi,
and the frequency of violent gales in the Gulf,
rendered it difficult to blockade commerce between
that great river and the ocean; but the possession
of this lowest commercial point on the stream
would shut it off effectively, and would go far
toward securing possession all the way to Cairo.
This would cut the Confederacy in two, and make
it difficult to bring supplies from Texas and
Arkansas to feed the armies in ‘T'ennessee and
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FEDERAL HILL, BALTIMORE (TAKEN FROM THE NORTH SIDE BASIN), OCCUPIED BY THE TROOPS OF GENERAL BUTLER'S COMMNAND.



