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protested against the passage of troops, and had
dreamed of making the State neutral. But, unlike
Governor Magoffin, he ultimately came out in
favor of the Union. The Legislature would not
adopt an ordinance of secession, nor call a conven-
tion for that purpose; but it passed a bill establish-
ing a board of public safety, giving it extraordinary
authority over the military powers of the State,
and appointed as such board six secessionists and
the Governor. A tremendous pressure was brought
to bear upon the State. Reverdy Johnson and
other prominent Marylanders were bold and active
for the National cause; a popular Union conven-
tion was held in Baltimore; General Butler with
his troops restored the broken communications
and held the important centres; and under a sus-
pension of the writ of /Zabeas corpus some of the
more violent secessionists were imprisoned. In
May the Governor called for four regiments of
volunteers to fill the requisition of the National
Government, but requested that they might be
assigned to duty in the State. So Maryland
remained in the Union, though a considerable
number of her citizens entered the ranks of the
Confederate army.

In the mountainous regions of western North
Carolina and eastern Tennessee, where few slaves
were held, there was a strong Union element. In
other portions of those States there were many
enthusiastic secessionists. But in each State there
was a majority against disunion. North Carolina
voted on the question of calling a convention to
consider the subject, and by a small majority
decided for “mno convention.’”’ ‘Tennessee, on a
similar vote, showed a majority of 50,000 against
calling a convention. After the fall of Sumter,
Governor John W. Ellis, of North Carolina,
seized the branch mint at Charlotte and the
arsenal at Favetteville, and called an extra session
of the Legislature. 'This Legislature authorized
him to tender the military resources of the State
to the Confederate Government, and called a con-
vention to meet May 2o, which passed an ordi-
nance of secession by a unanimous vote. The
conservative or Union party of Tennessee issued
an address on the 18th of April, in which they
declared their approval of the Governor’s refusal
to furnish troops for the National defence, and
condemned both secession and coercion, holding
that Tennessee should take an independent atti-
tude. This, with the excitement of the time, was
enough for the Legislature. In secret session it
authorized Governor Isham G. Harris, who was a
strong secessionist, to enter into a military league
with the Confederate Government, which he im-
mediately did. It also passed an ordinance of
secession, to be submitted to a popular vote on
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the 8th of June. Before
that day came, the State
was in the possession of
Confederate soldiers, and
a majority of over 50,000
was obtained for seces-
sion.

That portion of the
Old Dominion which lay
west of the Alleghany
Mountains held in 1860
but one-twelfth as many
slaves in proportion to its
white population as the
remainder of the State.
And when Virginia
passed her ordinance of
secession, all but nine of
the 55 votes against it
were cast by delegates
from the mountainous
western counties. The
people of these counties,
having little interest in
slavery and its products,
and great interests in
iron, coal, and lumber,
the market for which
was in the free States,
while their streams
flowed into the Ohio,
naturally objected to be-
ing dragged into the
Confederacy. TIike the
people of East Tennes-
see, they wanted to se-
cede from secession, and one of their delegates
actually proposed it in the convention. In less
than a month (May 13) after the passage of
the ordinance, a Union convention was held at
Wheeling, in which 25 of the western counties
were represented; and ten days later, when the
election was held, these people voted against
seceding. The State authorities sent recruiting
officers over the mountains, but they had little
success, Some forces were gathered under the
direction of General Robert E. Lee and under
the immediate command of Colonel Porterfield,
who began burning the bridges on the Baltimore
and Ohio Railroad. Meanwhile Captain George
B. McClellan had been made a general and placed
in command of Ohio troops. With four regiments
he crossed the Ohio on the 26th and went in pur-
suit of the enemy. His movement at first was
retarded by the burned bridges; but these were
repaired, large reinforcements were brought over,
and in a series of small but brilliant engagements
—at Philippi, at Buck-
hannon, at Rich Moun-
tain, and at Carrick’s
Ford—he completely
routed the Confederates.

Delegates from the
counties west of the Alle-
ghanies met at Wheeling
(June 11), pronounced
the acts of the Richmond
Convention null and
void, declared all the
State offices vacant, and
reorganized the govern-
ment, with Francis H.
Pierpont as Governor.
A legislature, consisting
of members that had been
chosen on the 23d of
May, met at Wheeling
on the 1st of July, and
on the gth it elected two
United States Senators.
The new State of Kana-
wha was formally de-
clared created in August.
Its Constitution was rat-
ified by the people in
May, 1862, and in De-
cember of that year it
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was admitted into the Union. But meanwhile
its original and appropriate name had been ex-
changed for that of West Virginia.

France and England had made all haste to rec-
ognize the Confederates as belligerents, but had
not granted. them recognition as an established
nation, and never did. ‘There was a constant fear,
however, that they would, and the Confederate
Government did its utmost to bring about such
recognition. Messrs. James M. Mason, of Vir-
ginia, and John Slidell, of Louisiana, were sent
out by that government, as duly accredited minis-
ters to London and Paris, in 1861. They escaped
the blockaders at Charleston, reached Havana,
ahd there embarked on the British mail steamer
“T'rent”’ for Europe. But Captain Charles Wilkes
was on the watch for them with the United States
steam frigate ‘‘ %=1 Jacinto,”’ overhauled the
““Trent’ in the Bahama Channel (November 8),
took off the Confederate commissioners, and al-
lowed the steamer to proceed on her way. He
carried his prisoners to Boston, and they were in-
carcerated in Fort Warren. This action, for which
Wilkes received the thanks of Congress, was de-
nounced as an outrage on British neutrality. The
entire British public bristled up as one lion, and
their Governir 1t demanded an apology and the
liberation of the prisoners. ‘I'he American public
was unable to see any way out of the dilemma, and
was considering whether it would choose humilia-
tion or a foreign war, when our Secretary of State,
William H. Seward, solved the problem in a mas-
terly manner. In his formal reply he discussed
the whole question with great ability, showing
that such detention of a vessel was justified by the
laws of war, and there were innumerable British
precedents for it; that Captain Wilkes conducted
the search in a proper manner; that the commis-
sioners were contraband of war; and that the
commander of the ‘‘Trent’’ knew they were con-
traband of war when he took them as passengers,
But as Wilkes had failed to complete the transac-
tion in a legal manner by bringing the ¢ T'rent”’
into port for adjudication in a prize court, it must
be repudiated. In other words, by his considera-
tion for the interests and convenience of innocent
persons, he had lost his prize. In summing up,
Mr. Seward said: ‘‘ If T declare this case in favor
of my own Government, I must disavow its most
cherished principles, and reverse and forever
abandon its most essential policy. . . We



