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the arsenal, and with them Captain Nathaniel
Lyon, of the regular army, a man that lacked no
element of skill, courage or patriotism necessary
for the crisis. 'The force was also increased by
several regiments of loyal home guards, organ-
ized mainly by the exertions of Francis P. Blair,
Jr., and mustered into the service of the United
States. When the character and purpose of the
force that was being concentrated by Jackson be-
came sufficiently evident—f{rom the fact that the
streets in the camp were named for prominent
Confederate leaders, and other indications—Iyon
determined upon prompt and decisive action.
This was the more important since the United
States arsenal at Liberty had been robbed, and
secession troops were being drilled at St. Joseph.
With a battalion of regulars and six regiments of
the home guard, he marched out in the afternoon
of May 10, surrounded the camp, and trained six
pieces of artillery on it, and then demanded an
immediate surrender, with no terms but a promise
of proper treatment as prisoners of war. The
astonished commander, a recreant West-Tointer,
surrendered promptly, and he and his brigade
were disarmed and taken into the city. All the
“‘marble " that had come up from Baton Rouge
and been hauled out to the camp only two days
before was captured and removed to the arsenal.

The outward march had attracted attention,
crowds had gathered on the route, and when
Lyon’s command were returning with their
prisoners they had to pass through a throng of
people, among whom were not a few that were
striving to create a riot. The outbreak came at
length; stones were thrown at the troops and
pistol-shots fired into the ranks, when one regi-
ment leveled their muskets and poured a volley or
two into the crowd. ~ Three or four soldiers and
about 20 citizens were killed in this beginning of
the conflict at the West.

Two days later, General William S. Harney
arrived in St. Louis and assumed command of the
United States forces. He was a veteran of long
experience; but ex-Governor Sterling Price, com-
manding the State forces, entrapped him into
a truce that tied his hands, while it left Jackson
and Price practically at liberty to pursue their
plans for secession. ‘T'hereupon the Government
removed him, repudiated the truce, and gave the
command to Lyon, now made a brigadier-general.
After an interview with Lyon in St. Louis ( June
11), in which they found it impossible to deceive
or swerve him, Price and Jackson went to the
capital, Jefferson City, burning railway bridges
behind them, and the Governor immediately

issued a proclamation
declaring that the State
had been invaded by
United States forces,
and calling out 50,000
of the militia to repel the
invasion.

The very next day
Lyon had an expedition
in motion, which reached
Jefferson City on the 15th,
took possession of the
place, and raised the Na-
tional flag over the Cap-
itol. At his approach
the Governor fled, car-
rying with him the great
seal of the State. Learn-
ing that he was with
Price, gathering a force
at Booneville,
farther up Missouri
River, Iyon at once re-
embarked the greater
part of his command, ar-
rived at Booneville on
the morning of the 17th,
fought and routed the
force there, and captured

50 miles

their guns and supplies.
The GD\-'QI'I]OI' was 110w
a mere fugitive; and the
State convention, assembling again in July, de-
clared the State offices vacant, nullified the seces-
sion work of the Legislature, and made Hamilton
R. Gamble, a Union man, provisional Governor,
The puzzling part of the difficulty in Missouri
was now over, for the contest was well defined.
Most of the people in the northern part of the
State, and most of the population of St. Louis
(especially the Germans), were loyal to the
National Government; but the secessionists were
strong in its southern part, where Price succeeded
in organizing a considerable force, which was
joined by men from Arkansas and Texas, under
Generals Ben. McCulloch and Gideon J. Pillow.
General Franz Sigel was sent against them, and
at Carthage ( July 5) with 1200 men encountered
sooo and inflicted a heavy loss upon them,
though he was obliged to retreat.
qualities in this and other actions gave him one of
the sudden reputations that were made in the first
year of the war, but obscured by the greater
events that followed. His hilarious popularity
was expressed in the common greeting, “‘ You
fights mit Sigel? Den
you trinks mit me!”’
Iyon, marching from
Springfield, Mo., de-
feated M cCulloch at
Dug Spring, and a
week later (August 10)
attacked him again at
Wilson’s Creek, though
McCulloch had been
heavily reinforced. The
National trcops, out-
numbered three to one,
were defeated; and
Lyon, who had been
twice wounded early in
the action, was shot
dead while leading a
regiment in a despe-
rate charge. Major S.
D. Sturgis conducted
the retreat, and this
ended the campaign.
It was found that Gen-
eral Lyon, who was a
bachelor, had bhe-
queathed all he pos-
sessed (about $30,000)
to the United States
Government, to be used
for war purposes.
Governor Beriah

His soldierly
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Magoffin, of Kentucky, convened the Legisla-
ture in January, 1861, and asked it to organize
the militia, buy muskets, and put the State in
a condition of armed neutrality; all of which it
refused to do. After the fall of Fort Sumter
he called the Legislature together again, evidently
hoping that the popular excitement would bring
them over to his scheme. But the utmost that
could be accomplished was the passage of a reso-,
lution by the lower house (May 16) declaring
that Kentucky should occupy ‘‘a position of
strict neutrality,”’ and approving his refusal to
furnish troops for the National army. There-
upon he issued a proclamation (May 20) in
which he ‘‘ notified and warned all other States,
separate or united, especially the United and Con-
federate States, that I solemnly forbid any move-
ment upon Kentucky soil.”” But two days later
the Legislature repudiated this interpretation of
neutrality, and passed a series of acts intended to
prevent any scheme of secession that might be
formed. It appropriated $1,000,000 for arms and
ammunition, but placed the disbursement of the
money and control of the arms in the hands of
Commissioners that were all Union men. It
amended the militia law so as to require the State
Guards to take an oath to support the Constitu-
tion of the United States, and finally the Senate
passed a resolution declaring that ** Kentucky will
not sever connection with the National Govern-
ment, nor take up arms with either belligerent
party.”’
dressed a letter to President Lincoln, requesting

As a last resort, Governor Magoffin ad-

that Kentucky’s neutrality be respected and the
National forces removed from the State. Mr.
Lincoln, in refusing his request, courteously re-
minded him that the force consisted exclusively
of Kentuckians, and told him that he had not
met any Kentuckian except himself and the mes-
sengers that brought his letter who wanted it
removed. ‘To strengthen the first argument,
Robert Anderson, of Fort Sumter fame, who was
a citizen of Kentucky, was made a general and
given the command in the State in September,
T'wo months later, a secession convention met at
Russellville, in the southern part of the State,
organized a provisional government, and sent a
full delegation to the Confederate Congress at
Richmond, who found no difficulty in being admit-
ted to seats in that body. Kentucky as a State was
saved to the Union, but the line of separation was
drawn between her citizens, and she contributed
to the ranks of both the great contending armies.

Like the Governor of Kentucky, Governor
Thomas H. Hicks, of Maryland, had at first
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