THE CIVILL, WAR IN THE UNITED STATES.

regiment passing through the city the previous
evening now collected again in greater force and
with deadlier purpose. A part of the regiment
had been taken across the city in detached cars,
when the track was obstructed, and the last four
companies attempted to march across. They en-
countered a riotous procession that was follow-
ing a secession flag; the crowd closed in around
them; such epithets as ‘‘abolitionists,”” ** nigger-
thieves,”” and ‘“black Republicans,’” were freely
hurled at them and emphasized with paving-
stones; pistol-shots were fired from windows and
from the sidewalk; several soldiers were struck,
and at length orders were given to fire into the
mob, when many of the rioters fell. The mayor
of the city pushed through the crowd, and placed
himself at the head of the column, hoping that
his presence would be some protection. But the
rioters still pressed hard upon the little band of
soldiers, and the mayor seized a musket and shot
one of the foremost of the mob. Soon afterward
half a hundred policemen with drawn revolvers
were interposed between the mob and the soldiers,
who made the remainder of the march without
serious difficulty.

The bodies of three militiamen that had been
killed were sent home to their native State and
deposited in the little hill-
side cemeteries—the first
of a long procession of
destined
within the next four years
to lay down their lives for
their country.

The New York 7th
Regiment, Colonel Mar-
shall Lefferts, and the
Massachusetts 8th, Gen-
eral Benjamin F. Butler,
followed close after the
6th in the march to the
National capital; but they
went by way of Annap-
Baltimore

young men

avoiding
by request of the State and

olis,

municipal authorities. A
Indeed, the chief of police,
immediately after the riot, INAR
had burned the bridges N
north and east of the city, l
so that no more troops
could come through.
This affair intensified
the excitement and the
patriotic determination at
the North. A monster
meeting was held in New
York City, and a Union
Defence Committee was
appointed to facilitate the equipment of troops
and the furnishing of ships and money. The
effect in Maryland was to increase the disunion
feeling and create a tremendous excitement, Arms
were sent from Richmond to the secessionists of
that State, and for a time it seemed probable that
she would be lost to the Union, and Washington
be surrounded by the territory of the enemy.
Meanwhile the Virginia troops were moving to
capture the United States arsenal at Harper’s
Ferry and the Gosport navy-yard. The com-
mandants of both set the buildings on fire and
attempted to destroy the machinery and other
property, to prevent it from falling into the hands
of the Confederates, but only partially succeeded.
The loss at the navy-vard, in ships and material,
was enormous. All these disasters—Sumter, Bal-
timore, the secession of Virginia, Harper's Ferry,
Gosport—had occurred within one week, April
12—20; but the Administration, though cut off
from communication with the friendly North, was
not appalled. ‘The various departments of the
Government went on regularly with their duties,
and the veteran General Winfield Scott made the
best possible dispositions, with the force at his
command, for the defence of Washington.
Troops in abundance were soon pouring into
the city, till the authorities hardly knew what to

do with them, and they hardly knew what to do
with themselves. They slept on the floors of the
Government buildings by mnight, and swarmed
everywhere by day. A regiment of zouaves, re-
cruited from the New York fire department and
commanded by Ellsworth, amused themselves and
astonished the citizens by scaling the walls of the
Capitol, running along the cornices and water-
tables, and clambering from window to window.
T'o outward appearance the affair was one vast
picnic, and few seemed to realize that desperate
and bloody work was to come.

On the 24th of May, in the night, four regi-
ments crossed the Potomac and took possession of
Arlington Heights, which commanded Washing-
ton, and from which shells might have been thrown
into the White House. This was called the first
invasion of ‘‘the sacred soil of Virginia'—an
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EDMUND RUFFIN, OF VIRGINIA,

WHO BOASTED OF ‘' THE HONOR OF FIRING THE FIRST SHOT AT FORT SUMTER."
In June, 1865, at eighty years of age, he committed suicide by blowing the top of his head off with a gun, saying

“ 1 cannot survive the liberties of my country."

expression that became a by-word. One regi-
ment, Ellsworth’s, went by way of Alexandria,
where a secession flag had long been flying over
the principal hotel. Ellsworth himself, accom-
panied by two soldiers, went to the top of the
house, tore down the flag, and was returning to
the street with it, when the proprietor of the hotel
suddenly appeared with a shotgun and killed him
on the stairs. The next instant the proprietor
himself was shot dead by the foremost soldier.
This incident produced another shock at the
North, and woke the people a little more to the
grim realities of war. Ellsworth's picture was
displayed everywhere, eulogies were pronounced
upon him, and special regiments were recruited in
his name and dedicated themselves to the work
of avenging his death. In little more than a fort-
night the loss was duplicated in the death of
another of the notable young men that had rushed
to arms. ‘Theodore Winthrop, a writer of con-
siderable achievement and great promise, had ac-
companied the New York 7th Regiment to Wash-
ington, and published an account of the march that
attracted universal attention. Afterward he went
to Fort Monroe, on the staff of General Butler. In
an ill-planned expedition against a secession force
at Big Bethel ( June 10), both he and Lieutenant
JohnT'. Greble, a young West-Pointer, were killed.
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CHAPTER III.

THE FIRST BATTLE OF BULL RUN.

HE 75,000 troops called for in President Lin-
coln's proclamation of April 15, were three-
months men. On the 3d of May, 1861, he
issued another proclamation, calling for 42,000
volunteers for three years, and authorizing the
raising of ten new regiments for the regular army.
He also called for 18,000 volunteer seamen for the
navy. ‘The ports of the Southern coasts had been
already (April 19) declared in a state of blockade,
and it was not only desirable but absolutely neces-
sary to make the blockade effectual. The Con-
federate Government had issued letters of marque
for privateers almost from the first; and its Con-
gress had authorized the raising of an army of
100,000 volunteers for one year.

When Congress convened on the 4th of July,
President Lincoln asked for 400,000 men and
$400,000,000, to suppress the insurrection; and
in response he was authorized to call for 5¢0,000
men and spend $500,000,000. What he had
already done was approved and declared valid;
and on the r5th of July the House of Representa-
tives, with but five dissenting votes, passed a reso-
lution (introduced by John A. McClernand, a
Democrat), pledging any
amount of money and any
number of men that might
be necessary to restore the
authority of the National
Government.

~ For a long time volun-
teers were pouring into
Washington at the rate of
4000 a day; and after a
while the press and people
began to talk of these raw
levies as an army, and to
wonder why they were not
immediately precipitated
upon- the enemy. To the
objection that they were
green and unskilled in the
art of war, it was answered
that the Confederates were
equally green and un-
skilled. To most people
this consideration seemed
perfectly satisfactory;
they did not take into
account the fact that it
devolved wupon the
National forces to take the
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offensive, and an army
marching into hostile ter-
ritory must have acquired
considerable discipline in
order to be able to keep together, act together,
So arose a
popular demand for immediate action, which was
represented by the catch-word “On to Rich-
mond !’ echoed through the newspapers. Gen-
eral Scott was opposed to undertaking any large
offensive movement with the three-months men.
IHe thought they should only be used to protect
Washington, keep Maryland from seceding, and

and meet the contingencies of war.

carry on some operations that had been begun
around Harper’s Ferry and in western Virginia.
But other than strictly military circumstances had
to be considered, and a campaign toward Rich-
mond was determined upon.

A Confederate army, commanded by General
PG k.

Manassas Junction, which was important as the

Beauregard, had been sent to occupy
railroad centre of northern Virginia. Seeing
that it was much easier to hold the natural line
of defence formed by Bull Run than to construct
earthworks around the Junction, he had moved
forward to that stream and posted his troops at
the various fords between the Alexandria Rail-
road and the Warrenton Turnpike, thus occupying
a line eight miles long, facing toward Washington.
He had about 22,000 men. Harper’s Ferry had
been occupied by a Confederate force under
General Joseph E. Johnston, who had destroyed



