THE CIVIL, WAR IN THE UNITED STATES.

coerce them, and this curious theory he never got
rid of. 5
Major Robert Anderson, commanding the gar-
rison of Fort Moultrie, Charleston harbor, seeing
that he could not hold it against the forces that
were being gathered for its capture, on Christmas
night, 1860, secretly abandoned it and took posi-
tion in the stronger Fort Sumter.
His men were few, and his stock of
provisions was small. T'he new
authorities at Charleston complained
of this movement as being virtually
the wviolation of a truce, and re-
quested the Government at Wash-
ington to order him back to Moultrie,
which was refused. For some time
he was permitted to receive his mail
as usual, and to buy provisions regu-
larly in the Charleston market. All
this time the Confederate forces,
commanded by General P. G. T.
Beauregard, were erecting batteries
for the demolition of Fort Sumter;
and yet, whenever any Southern
officers or citizens chose to visit it,
Anderson received them cordially,
allowed them to inspect all his ar-
rangements for defence, and accepted
their invitations to dinner. His
unaccountable conduct was ex-
plained years afterward, when a
letter written by him at that time
was brought to light in the Confed-
erate archives, in which he said,
““TI tell you frankly, my heart is not
in this war.”” He was a Kentuck-
ian, and it has been conjectured that
he was only waiting to see whether
his State would go out of the Union.
At last the privileges of commu-
nication were withdrawn by the
Confederate authorities, and sur-
render of the fort was demanded.
T'he question of reinforcing and pro-
visioning the beleaguered garrison
then arose, and on this President
Buchanan’s Cabinet was hopelessly divided and
went to pieces. The steamer ‘‘ Star of the West "’
was sent in January, 1861, with provisions and
troops, but before she could reach the fort she
was driven off by the fire of Confederate batteries.
Buchanan made no further effort to assert the
power and dignity of the government that had
been entrusted to him, but only looked anxiously

for the close of his term. Mr. Lincoln was in-
augurated on the 4th of March, and early in
April gave orders that a fleet be sent to the re-
lief of Fort Sumter. ‘Thereupon its surrender

was again demanded, and when this was refused
the Confederate batteries opened fire upon it,
April 12.

The fire was returned as long as the
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guns of the fort were serviceable, and the great
artillery duel was kept up for two days; but the
red-hot shot burned the buildings inside of the
fort, its.walls were crumbling under the blows of
heavy rifled projectiles, and the garrison at length
surrendered, being permitted to march out with
the honors of war, Sunday morning, April 14.
Not a man within the fort was injured by the
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hostile fire, and it was also reported officially that
the assailants had met with no loss. But the
flame of civil war was kindled, the North under-
stood at last that the South was in deadly earn-
est, and the sections rushed to a conflict in which
at least $8,000,000,000 were wasted, American
commerce disappeared {from every sea, and 500,060
citizens of the Republic perished.

CHAPTER II.
THE BEGINNING OF BLOODSHED.

BRAHAM LINCOLN’S
inaugural address was one
of the ablest State papers

recorded in American history. It
argued the question of secession in
all its aspects—the Constitutional
right, the reality of the grievance,
the sufficiency ‘of the remedy—and
so far as law and logic went it left
the secessionists little or nothing to
stand on. But neither law nor logic
could change in a single day the
pre-determined purpose of a pow-
erful combination, or allay the pas-
sions that had been roused by years
of resentful debate. Some of its
sentences read like maxims for
statesmen. ‘' The central idea of
secession is the essence of anarchy.”’
*‘Can aliens make treaties easier
than friends can make laws?”’
*“Why should there not be a patient
confidence in the ultimate justice of
the people? Is there any better or
equal hope in the world?’" With
all its conciliatory messages it ex-
pressed a firm and unalterable pur-
pose to maintain the Union at every
hazard.

In closing, he said: “‘In your
hands, my dissatisfied fellow-coun-
trymen, and not in mine, is the
momentous issue of civil war. The Govern-
ment will not assail you. You can have no con-
flict without being yourselves the aggressors.
You have no oath registered in heaven to destroy
the Government, while I have the most solemn
one to preserve, protect and defend it. We
are not enemies, but friends. We must not be
enemies. 'Though passion may have strained, it
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