THE CIVIL WAR IN THE UNITED STATES.

CONFEDERATE FI- =
NANCES.

The war had its hu-
morous and funny incidents
of many kinds, but the
hugest joke connected with
it was the Confederate cur-
rency. At the beginning
the Southern soldiers were
accustomed to treat United
States currency rather con-
temptuously. An authentic
story is told of one of them
sitting on the bank of a
stream in Louisiana, tearing
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up a large number of United
States greenbacks that he
had captured, and throwing
the fragments into the wa-
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ter. When a fellow-soldier
who knew their value re-
monstrated, the answer was:
“ No, I will put out of existence as many of the
detestible things as T can.”” It was useless to try
to explain to him that in destroying United States
notes he was in reality assisting the United States
Government by excusing it from ever paying
them. ‘T'he Confederate currency, much of which
was made redeemable in coin *‘six months after
the ratification of a treaty of peace with the United
States,”’ diminished rapidly in value. By the
time the war had entered upon its fourth year
this currency was worth hardly more than hun-
dreds for one. At the same time the Confederates
had learned that the United States greenback had
a very respectable purchasing power, and when
they took prisoners they commonly exchanged
money with them, making some show of honesty
by allowing five dollars in Confederate money for
one dollar in United States money. The bonds
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of the Confederacy had a somewhat similar career.
Large numbers of them were purchased in Eng-
land, and the English holders still occasionally
have a meeting in London to inquire whether
there is vet any prospect of getting something for
them. If they would read the United States Con-
stitution, they would learn that it is there provided
that no debt or obligation contracted in aid of in-
surrection against the United States Government
shall ever be paid by the United States or by any
State.

TRADING BETWEEN THE PICKETS.

It is one of the strangest things in war to see
two lines of men, with deadly weapons in their
hands, ready to obey orders and kill one another
at every opportunity, when at the same time they
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have little or no feeling of personal animosity, and
are ready to fraternize, or at least to communicate
goud-naturedly, whenever discipline is relaxed.
In the Civil War there are some things, by many
considered necessities, held by each side, and very
scarce or not possessed at all by the other. The
Confederates, of course, had plentiful supples of
tobacco, which on the Northern side of the line
was at that time pretty dear; while the Northern
troops were constantly supplied with good coffee,
which it was almost impossible for the Confed-
erates to obtain. The desire for these articles,
and also to exchange newspapers and have a
general chat, sometimes brought out the men from
the rifle-pits to a line midway between them,
where they talked and traded, until the appear-
ance of an officer caused them to rush back to
their own places.
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