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BATTLE OF CHANCELLORSVILLE, VA., MAY 1, 1863.—FROM A SKETCH BY EDWIN FORBES,

For more than two yvears the Confederates had held their own. The opening of the military season of 1863 found them firmly planted on tlu_e line of the Rappa_hannock. McClellan had begn red_nc.ed from the..r:‘oziunam?ler-ll;li—};:illlilg
and finally relieved of the command of the Army of the Potomac. That responsible position had been given to General Hooker. General Burnside, who went to pieces on the bloody slopes of I-reficricksburg, Ir‘-"-‘ff-f_“ f‘, & ges(?t-(t}ql{-lvallijl
too great for him to bear, and was followed by General Hooker. For a time Hooker was in great reputation. He opened the campaign by advancing against Lee at Chancellorsville.  This p]au? is a me'lrez1 ‘I)O]ht-((): ICtE :;rquté)ﬂ; = 'mbere;l
County, Va. It lay distant 55 miles from the Confederate capital, which was still regarded as the objective of all operations. The Federals were greatly superior in numbers, being aboutr_l 32,000 s,tr({ng.l“ 1ile Fie 1011 t‘l( H; L
only 65,000. Hooker succeeded in crossing the Rappahannock and the Rapidan; but on gaining Chancellorsville he was attacked, on t}_le evening ot May 2, by the _Arm}- of Northern ’& irginia, m}( QEI‘ l] 1€ pgrsrnr; ti:t‘m1 n {tl o éisaqtcr
Jackson. Here it was that Jackson outflanked and turned the Union right, sweeping everything before him, and here it was that that m'trepld officer feli.‘ under a nll.‘:‘.tﬂkell volley from his own lines. 1e 1ie:».n to : 1et):: ttle Lée ';Je. o
and defeat to the Federals, Hooker lost over 16,000 men, and the Confederate loss was more than 12,000. But their victory was unequivocal. The Union army withdrew across the Rappahannock, and in a short time ot

his invasion of the North.
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