AI’)SIIR:\L PORTER'S FLOTILLA RUNNING PAST THE BATTERIES OF VICKSBURG, MISS,, ON THE NIGHT OF APRIL 16, 1863.—CONFE
BLUFF TO DIRECT THEIR FIRE.

Previous to April, 1863, Union gunboats had several times passed the Confederate batteries at Vicksburg. Porter’s flotilla comprised, besides six gunboats, several river
river. They were protected by cotton bales and barges of coal lashed alongside.
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